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We read much as the will of God is held to determine every word in the Bible, the 
nature of the modern text is entirely transformed : The removal or the author [---] is 
not merely an historical fact or an act of writing; it utterly transforms the modern 
text (or-- which is the same thing --- the text is henceforth made and read in such a 
way that at all levels its author is absent. [---] The author, when believed in, is always 
conceived of as the past of his own book : Book and author stand automatically on a 
single line divided into a before and an after. The author is though to nourish the 
book, which is to say that he exists before it, thinks, suffers, lives for it, is in the same 
relation of anticidence the modern script is born simultaneously with the exceeding 
the writing, is not the subject with the book as predicate : there is no othe time than 
that of the enunciation and every text is written here and now. (p. 145) New 
Modernism by David Ayers.
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